Minutes of a general meeting of the St Athan Community Council, held on Tuesday
10th January 2017, in the Old School Hall Community Centre, Church Lane, St Athan, at
7-30pm
PRESENT.
Councillor Ms A Barnaby
Councillor B Acott
Councillor R Eustace
Councillor S Haines
Councillor Mrs S William

( Chairman ).
Councillor D Crompton
Councillor L Haines
Councillor D Willmot

APOLOGIES.
Councillor D Elson
Councillor Mrs G Phillips
County Councillor J W Thomas

Councillor Mrs J Lougher
Councillor D Street

1304. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.
NIL.
.
1305. MINUTES.
1. Cllr R Eustace PROPOSED : that the minutes of the general meeting held on
Tuesday 6th December 2016 be accepted as a true record of the proceedings
SECONDED : Cllr S Haines
CARRIED.
2. Cllr D Crompton PROPOSED : that the minutes of the Finance meeting on Tuesday
29 November 2016 be accepted as a true record of the proceedings.
SECONDED : Cllr B Acott
CARRIED.
th

1306. MATTERS ARISING.
NIL.

1307. STANDING ORDERS.
Cllr R Eustace PROPOSED : that STANDING ORDERS be suspended to permit
the Community Police Officer to address the meeting,
SECONDED : Cllr S Haines
CARRIED.
PC Jamie Williamson introduced the new PCSO for the area Gareth Parry, and gave a
report on the crime figures for December, there had been 8 crimes reported, 3 shop lifting, 1
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vehicle crime, 4 miscellaneous, quiet for the time of year. A number of local incidents were
discussed. The Chairman thanked both Officers for attending the meeting.
STANDING ORDERS REINSTATED.

1308. CORRESPONDENCE.
1. Letter from Tarmac ( Aberthaw Cement ) enclosing copy of community news letter
“Focus On”.
NOTED.
2. Letter from OM Exchequer Services, VGC, regarding Community Council Tax
confirming the Precepts for F/Y 2017/18.
NOTED.
3. Letter from Local Government Finance Policy Division, Welsh Government,
regarding Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2017/18.
NOTED.
4. E-mail from Mrs Eleanor MacNamara regarding community association matters for
consideration.
Chairman will respond.
1309. CHAIRMAN’S ACTIONS.
NIL.

1310. INVOICES.
Clerks Wages
Inland Revenue
( PAYE )
Caretakers Wages
Senior Citizens Xmas Party ( Caterer )
B.T
( Internet & Telephone )
Welsh Audit Office ( Audit Fees )
SWALEC
( Centre Bill )
SWALEC
( Feeder Pillar )
SWALEC
( Feeder Pillar
PROPOSED ; Cllr D Crompton
SECONDED ; Cllr. S Haines

309 – 20
79 – 40
355 – 50
500 – 00
56 – 32
186 – 75
620 – 64
35 – 15
25 – 79
CARRIED.

1311. PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
1. Planning Application No 2016/01427/OUT - Land Off Cowbridge Road,
St Athan, Residential development of up to 300 units and associated works.
Cllr Ms A Barnaby PROPOSED : that this application be strongly opposed, a very
comprehensive list of reasons to oppose this application was produced. A copy of the
oppositions sent to the VGC Planning Department is attached to these minutes as ANNEX A.
SECONDED : Cllr R Eustace
CARRIED.
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2. Publicity & Consultation before applying for planning permission : Proposed
Development, Tathan Hall, Rectory Drive, St Athan, - 7 Flats and 10 dwellings.
Cllr Ms A Barnaby PROPOSED : that although this was a publicity and
consultation, and not a planning application, a response regarding the proposed
development was worthy of the following comments..
While we are pleased to see that something hopefully will be done to preserve
this much loved building in our community, we do have concerns over the number of
properties being planned for this site.
In particular we are concerned with parking provision, which if insufficient will
lead to on road parking causing an obstruction especially in the Rectory Drive area.
Therefore we believe this the proposal in its current form would be over
development and cause “unacceptable impact on the amenity and character of the
locality by way of noise, traffic congestion and parking.
We look forward to seeing more details of your plan in the future.
SECONDED : Cllr D Willmot
CARRIED.

1312. REPORTS.
1. Cllr B Acott reported that a meeting with members of the Welsh Government Chaired
by Jane Hutt AM regarding the future conservation and potential use of Eglwys Brewis
Church will be held on Friday 13th January 2017, at the Gathering Place, both he and Cllr D
Willmot will be attending.
He further advised that further meetings are to take place regarding “Safe Ways to
School” regarding Llantwit Major Schools and the Eglwys Brewis Road. He will report back.

1313. SPEEDING & ROAD SAFETY.
A questionnaire on “Road Safety” matters has been produced to gather information
from the public regarding this topic, it has been put on the councils web-site and hard copies
will be made available in a number of outlets in the Village and Eastvale.

1314. FINANCE BUDGET & PRECEPT FOR F/Y 2017-18
Minutes of the finance meeting and recommendations for the financial budget and
Precept for the financial year ending 31 March 2018 were presented and discussed.
Cllr S Haines PROPOSED : that All the recommendations of the finance
committee be accepted and that the Precept for the F/Y 2017/18 be set at £19-00 realising an
income of £27,208-00
SECONDED : Cllr D Willmot
CARRIED

1315. FINANCIAL APPEALS.
NIL.
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1316. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
1. Cllr B Acott told members that the St Athan Junior School had achieved “Good” in
the recent Estyn School inspections, Good is one below “Excellent” which no equivalent
school in the Vale achieved, the teachers are to be congratulated on this achievement.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 8-35pm, there were
no members of the public present.
ANNEX A.
Planning Application 2016/0427/OUT - Objections to the proposal by St Athan Community
th
Council following general meeting on January 10 2017
Background: The St Athan Community Council has previously commented on this proposed
development during the LDP consultations, which is currently still in review and has yet to be adopted.
Also more recently via the major development consultation process, for which we could not find any
reference in this application.
With regard to the current proposal for outline permission for some 300 dwellings we would like to
reiterate our previous objections as follows:Land to East of Eglwys Brewis (MG2(5) in the LDP. We object to this site on grounds of:

Green field site of good agricultural land.



Loss of green space. A section of this site is currently enjoyed as an ‘open space’ by residents of
East Vale and the retained MOD housing site.



Highway infrastructure.



Site falls within Flood Zone C2 & C3. Other sites were rejected in the LDP for being Zone 2.



Site is known to host a protected species.



Most of this site was not published as a candidate site (5113/VG.1 – 9.43ha)



Local sewer network is too small for this development.



Urbanisation of ‘rural’ location, but still with ‘rural’ facilities.



Overdevelopment of rural location.

Current Application
The Planning Statements makes many references to the LDP (Local Development Plan).
However, our understanding is that the plan is still undergoing scrutiny by the Planning
Inspectorate and has yet to be adopted. The hearing document statement (included as
appendix B) of the Vale of Glamorgan Council states ‘this greenfield site was not submitted
as a candidate site but was allocated by the Council following discussion with the
landowner’ and that ‘they are still interested in developing the site for residential use
following adoption of the Plan.
This application is therefore pre-empting the LDP (the plan) process. In addition the Vale of
Glamorgan state, that there is enough flexibility in the Plan and that if this site did not come
forward for the 255 dwellings (as amended in the statement) it would not undermine the
overall Plan’s housing and development strategy’.
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Grounds for Objection
Unsustainable development. We believe that this application due to its location is unsustainable on
many levels, and that there are more suitable sites available including brownfield. In particular it does
not comply with the following key planning policies.
The proposals planning statement 4.4 states that Sustainable development forms a key
consideration central to all policies contained within Planning Policy Wales (PPW). Paragraph
4.4.3 of PPW sets out a series of objectives which development proposals should seek to
achieve – those of key relevance to the application include the following:
a) Minimise land-take and urban sprawl, especially through preference for the re-use of suitable
previously developed land and buildings, wherever possible avoiding development on
Greenfield sites;
this development does not comply with this statement as the majority of the site is ‘outside’
the current settlement boundaries, and is on greenfield, agricultural land.
There are several brown field sites nearby including the former stadium site, and the former
MOD St Athan site of some 700 acres, whilst being classed as an ‘enterprise zone and
strategic site’ has for a number of years become increasingly vacant and redundant. There
appears to be no formal plan for this site, so we believe it is entirely premature to build on
green field before a real ‘use’ is found for this area. This is contrary to the planning statement
which refers to the ‘MOD Airbase’ indicating it is still in service While understanding the need
to have land available for employment during the LDP, the employment study paper
comments that in the Vale of Glamorgan we have the equivalent to 164yrs supply of land
marked as ‘employment’ a high proportion of which is on brownfield, and will not be
deliverable.
b) ‘Locate developments so as to minimise the demand for travel, especially by private car’
Housing to the North of St Athan away from the main traffic route of the B4265 will exasperate
traffic problems in particular current issue of ‘rat’ runs through the rural lanes, such as the
Llantrithyd to A48 route which is earmarked as ‘cycle Route 88’ Appendix A shows the
various routes current local residents regularly take. The suggested routes when using a
‘route planner’ app based on ‘The Gathering Place’ Flemingston Road as a starting point
show the following:
i) To Cardiff - 10.2 miles – Cowbridge/St Athan Road via The Herbert’s – St Hilary – A48
j) To M4 East - 10 miles - Cowbridge/St Athan Road via The Herbert’s – St Hilary – A48 –
Bonvilston – Hensol Junction 34
k) To M4 West - 12 miles – Eglwys-Brewis Road – Boverton – B4270 – Llysworney – A48
All of these suggested routes use minor roads to the North of the proposed development.
Transport Assessment:
The Transport report with this application stated that 3.22 Cowbridge Road is a 2-way single
carriageway road with central road markings. There is a footway running alongside its
western side only. However all of these routes only follow Cowbridge Road for a very short
strip they then either follow St Athan Road a 2 way carriageway with NO central road
markings that drops to ‘single’ lane in parts between The Herbert’s and Cowbridge. The route
through St Hilary is single track. The Eglwys-Brewis road is also mainly 2 way single
carriageway with NO road markings.
3.11 ‘There is a footway along the northern side of Eglwys Brewis Road that provides access
to the nearest bus stops and will also provide access to the NAR and its improved links to
Llantwit Major when this is delivered’
This site should not be approved based on the assumption that the Northern Access Road will
be delivered and that it will serve this development. Additionally, according to the recent
consultation on the NAR, there will be a significant length of roadway with NO planned safe
route for pedestrians and cyclists between Eglwys Brewis bus stop and the start of the NAR
which includes a dangerous bend.
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3.13 ‘The Department of Transport (DfT) Local Transport Note 2/08 Cycle Infrastructure
Design (October 2008) suggests that a trip distance of over 5 miles (8km) is not uncommon’.
3.14 ‘Based on this advice it is feasible for journeys to all parts of St. Athan, Llantwit Major
and Cowbridge to be made by bicycle’.
While it could be accepted that a wide pavement is available between this site and St Athan
Village the route to Llantwit Major via the Eglwys Brewis road is poor and has recently been
the subject of resident’s protests regarding the safety of school pupils being expected to walk
to the senior school at Llantwit Major. The decision of the Vale of Glamorgan Council on the
suitability of this route as a @safe route to school’ is currently being vigorously challenged.
There are no cycle-ways in either direction from the proposed development
The St Athan Road that takes you to Cowbridge could in no way be classed as an acceptable
route for cyclists or pedestrians. Again there is no cycle way or footpath along this route.
3.15 It is considered that the relatively quiet streets within St Athan are suitable for cyclists.
Cycle trips to and from Llantwit Major can be made along Eglwys Brewis Road thereby
avoiding the busier B4265. In the future the proposed NAR will deliver improved cycle links
between the two settlements. The topography around St. Athan and Llantwit Major is largely
flat and presents no significant barrier to cycling trips.
As stated in our comment to 3.11 above we believe that no development should be approved
based on an assumption that new infrastructure will be delivered that has yet to go through
the planning process and has currently no apparent funding!
St Athan Community Council together with the Vale’s Highway department have received a
number of residents’ complaints about speeding traffic and near misses especially in the
Village shopping and school crossing area – we would not agree with the statement ‘relatively
quiet streets’
During the recent consultation on the NAR, following discussion on our concerns of traffic
flows through St Athan Village, we were informed that the entrance to the ‘Super Hanger/
proposed Aston Martin plant will be engineered to prevent vehicles entering the site from a
eastern direction – therefore access by vehicle to this potential employment from this
residential development site should not be possible.
3.16 Cycle trips to and from Cowbridge, along St. Athan Road would be more challenging in
terms of distance and topography and would likely be considered only by more experienced
cyclists. Even so the journey time of some 25 to 30 minutes by bike makes this journey
feasible for commuter trips, for instance.
The St Athan Road to Cowbridge road could in no way be classed as an acceptable route for
cyclists or pedestrians, the route is a mixture of 2 way unmarked carriageway and single lane
rural road. For the consultants to believe that this is a usable route for commute especially in
adverse weather, darkness, and unless there are shower facilities in your workplace must
lead us to believe that perhaps they have not actually visited the area!
3.18 The nearest bus stops to the site are located at Pinewood Square on Eglwys Brewis
Road. They are some 350m from the application site. There is also the East Camp bus stops
located on Cowbridge Road, some 300m south of the site. The same bus services call at both
Pinewood Square and East Camp stops.
3.19 46 buses leave from these stops per day, Monday to Friday, with 23 on Saturday and 9
on Sunday. Listed below are the different bus services available from these stops and
timetables for the public service routes are provided as Appendix 3.
During a recent ‘Creative Rural Communities’ survey the improvement of public transport was
top of a list of what residents stated was required to improve the neighbourhood - to provide a
reliable public transport for St Athan, East Vale and Eglwys Brewis. The current poor service
particularly for employment opportunities has been a regular complaint for the past few years.
There is currently no direct bus service to Cowbridge.
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We feel it is important to note that many of the pavements at Eglwys Brewis and East Vale,
including those running along the eastern edge of Cowbridge Road (by the Bus Stop) are not
‘adopted’ and are in the private control of the residents of East Vale!
It should also be noted that the main employment areas are Cardiff, Llantrisant and
Bridgend which are all inaccessible by cycle and with a limited public transport
connection to central Cardiff and Bridgend only, this is unlikely to be usable for the
majority of residents.

Open Space

2.2 of the planning statement as’ one smaller parcel which lies within the settlement
boundary limits and is currently comprised of a tarmacked area, mown grass and
landscaping’
This area borders a community facility ‘The Gathering Place’ and is currently enjoyed
by a number of existing local residents as a public open space, the provisions within
the plan will not satisfy this loss as it will only serve the new development ;
In addition the play area (Paragraph 2.7 in statement) indicated as being close to the
site (Celyn Close) is a ‘privately’ run play area serving the MOD retained housing.
Overdevelopment
St Athan over a number of years has seen significant increases via many recent
developments and previously following the release of the former MOD houses into
civilian ownership – over 600 dwellings were added without any planning or
provisions for impact, additional infrastructure or amenities. Even though they had
been previously well served by employment and amenities at RAF St Athan.
This development is badly served by routes to the main employment areas of Cardiff
and Bridgend, and will exacerbate already current traffic issues in the locality
especially the ‘rat runs’ through rural lanes. More attention should also be given to the
wider highway impacts including to the West where major work is required from
Llantwit Major to A48, and onwards to the M4. The improvements needed to the
roads, junctions, pavements, cycle routes and provision of additional open space will
be much more than 106 monies can deliver.
In conclusion this development should be rejected as an unsustainable development - it will
have ‘unacceptable impact on the amenity and character of the locality by way of noise,
traffic congestion and parking; and ‘Does not make appropriate provision for community
infrastructure to meet the needs of future occupiers. This will lead to an unacceptable impact
on the current communities of St Athan, Eglwys Brewis, East Vale, Flemingston, St Mary
Church, St Hilary and more.
It is an unacceptable loss of agricultural land, has flooding and waste issues, and includes the
loss of open space and protected species.
Many thanks in anticipation of your full consideration of our representation
St Athan Community Council
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